Methods of estimation of polynomial distributed lags in econometrics and procedures relating tree ring growth data to climatic and hydrologic data are shown to be equivalent to a method first described by R.A. Fisher in 1924 [3] .
Estimation of Polynomial Distributed Lags:
Almon [I] considers the following model:
where:
. tam+l) with m < < p where the Ti(r) 0 5 i 5 m are chosen such that
In matrix notation we get where are deviations from the mean
The disturbances E are assumed to be independent, centered around 
Fisher's Model
Fisher considered a similar problem as presented in section 1.
He studied the influence of rainfall on the yield of wheat. More than 60 yearly observations on wheat yield at the same experimental plot and weekly averages of rainfall for this time span were available. 2) regressing the yi on the pi to get a. -
A Further Comment
Models of the type discussed in sections 1 and 2 are also applied to the study of tree ring data. ~iological models for the relationships between variations in tree ring widths and variations in temperature and precipitation are discussed in [4, 5] . These transfer function models between the yearly tree ring growth and climatic and hydrologic variables are derived in a method similar to the one described by Fisher.
